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Ombudsman’s Corner 
 

Hello Everyone, 

New processes are on the horizon as the full implementation of the Re-

source Family Approval (RFA) is rolled out. As you may know, a Re-

source Family is any individual, couple or family who wants to provide 

care to a related or unrelated child or children who are under the jurisdic-

tion of the juvenile court. Resource families work with the County and 

the child's family to successfully return children to their parents; howev-

er, in some situations, it is not in the child's best interest to be returned 

home and you, as a Resource Family member  may provide a place of 

permanence for a child in the system.  

What's exciting about RFA? RFA focuses on lifelong relationships and 

the new process has been streamlined to unify the approval standards for 

ALL caregivers, which in turn allows a seamless transition to permanen-

cy for a child or children in your care. It also aids in preparing families to 

better meet the needs of the vulnerable children in their care. We are 

grateful for all of you that have opened your homes to the foster children 

in Kern County, whether it is temporarily or on a more permanent basis. 

Please consider sharing this information with others that may be interest-

ed in becoming a Resource Family caretaker. For more information, they 

can contact (661) 631-6204.  

I'd like to personally thank you for providing safety, permanency and 

well-being to the children in Kern County. I believe that together we can 

serve children and families more effectively. 

Juan 

Welcome to Columbus Center! 

Did you know that staff from Adoptions, Re-

source Family Approval (formerly called Licens-

ing and Relative Assessment), and Foster Care 

Eligibility are now housed in one location? As of 

December 2016, staff from these areas are 

housed in the Department’s new Columbus Cen-

ter location. Housed in the building that former-

ly was home to Green Frog Market this one stop 

shop for caregivers also has visitation rooms, a 

large training room, two spacious lobbies and a 

Worker of the Day to ensure there is always 

someone available to assist you. Our new home is 

located at 3711 Columbus Avenue, Bakersfield, 

CA 93306 and is open Monday – Friday from 

8am to 5pm.  

One note: Please continue to send all mail for 

staff who work at this location to PO Box 511, 

Bakersfield, CA 93302.   

Kern County Resource Families are Valued, Respected, Supported, and Skilled Partners and Advocates Who: 

Provide safe loving homes Commit to the development and success of children and families Encourage family 

connections and nurturing relationships Maintain a life long connection to children whenever possible 
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Independent Living Program 
The Independent Living Program (ILP) is a federally funded program that provides services to assist eli-

gible youth and young adults, ages 16-21, in making a successful transition from foster care to independ-

ent living. 

The goal of the program is to enable youth to achieve self-sufficiency prior to exiting the foster care sys-

tem by providing independent living skills assessment, training and services, as well as a written transi-

tion independent living plan for every participant. To find out if a youth is eligible, please have them con-

tact their primary Department of Human Services Social Services Worker.  

Find out more information at our website: http://www.co.kern.ca.us/dhs/ILP/ 

Breakfast With Santa 2016 

Our annual Breakfast with Santa event was held on December 
10th at Canyon Hills Church’s beautiful City Center. The event 
was attended by 234 people who were served a delicious pan-
cake breakfast, courtesy of Mossman’s Catering, as well as 
had their photo taken with not only Santa but also with vari-
ous Star Wars characters! We would like to extend our 
warmest thanks to our local businesses and community organi-
zations who donated to this event. Thanks to them, and our 
own DHS staff, participants played carnival style games; had 
their faces painted; built and decorated items such as mon-
ster trucks, bird houses, race cars, and flower pots; partici-
pated in a cupcake walk; and some lucky caregivers won raffle 
prizes including a new barbeque. 

DHS would like to offer a huge “Thank You” to Lowes, Inter-
national Brotherhood of Electrical Workers (IBEW), Terry 
Bedford Concrete, Target, Kern Federal Credit Union, Canyon 
Hills Church, Home Depot and the Kern Partnership for Chil-
dren and Families for their kind donations and/or volunteer 
services. We would especially like to thank our caregivers, and 
their families, for being a part of this event. We look forward 
to seeing you at Breakfast with Santa 2017! 
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 Kern County Treatment Foster Care Oregon  

The Kern County Treatment Foster Care Oregon program 

(Formerly MTFC) is looking for foster parents who are will-

ing and able to provide a stable home for children who 

have behavioral problems which have jeopardized their 

placements in the past. KCTFCO is a strengths-based pro-

gram that provides specialized training and increased sup-

port from social workers and mental health partners.  

In this program, the caretaker and the child work closely 

with a social worker and the child’s mental health team. 

Caretakers will provide feedback about the child’s behavior 

each week, attend a brief, weekly meeting with other KCT-

FCO foster parents, and will receive the highest specialized 

care increment for the child while the child is in the pro-

gram. Children are able to earn incentives from their team 

for improved behavior. These special children are screened 

from the program with the goal in mind of reunifying them 

with either their parents or someone else important in 

their lives and KCFCO is typically a 6 to 12 month program. 

If you are interested or would like more information about 

the program, please contact Vija Turjanis at 661-868-8343. 

We Need You! 
 

DHS is in need of both short, and long, term caregivers for youth in need. Children 

who have been victims of child abuse/neglect are currently waiting for someone like 

you to step in and show them the way to a brighter future. To keep children from lan-

guishing in group home settings, or from bouncing from home to home, we need care-

givers who are willing to open their homes and their hearts to children in need. Please 

contact your social worker, or licensing worker, and talk to them about taking in chil-

dren with specials needs such as diabetes or autism, teens, sibling sets, or to be a short 

term home for these children until a more permanent home can be found. If you do 

not know your social worker’s name, please contact us at (661) 631-6204 and 

ask to speak with the RFA Worker of the Day. 

Post Adoption Support  

Services (PASS) 

Did you know that DHS con-

tracts with Koinonia Family 

Services to provide Permanency 

and Adoption Support Services 

FREE to all families who are 

considering adoption, are in the 

process of adoption, or who 

have previously adopted 

through DHS? A variety of ser-

vices are provided including 

mental health services, parent 

education, support groups and 

case management. Please see 

the attached flyers for more 

details. You can also contact 

Koinonia directly at (661) 833-

4483. 
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 Kern County Department of Human Services  
100 E. California Ave., Bakersfield, Ca. 93307  
PO Box 511, Bakersfield, Ca. 93302 
Recruitment Phone (661) 631-6204 
Resourcefamilies@kerndhs.com 
Fax (661) 633-7077 
ww.co.kern.ca.us/dhs/FosterFamilyResources/ 

Caregivers of Kern County: 

Caregivers of Kern County (CKC) would like to invite ALL Resource Families to join 

them. This group provides support, mentoring and more to its members all of whom 

are foster parents (both county and FFA), relative caregivers, or non-related extended 

family member caregivers. The mission of CKC is “to assist all caregivers of foster/

adopt/kinship children by offering our experience, support, training, understanding, 

and love. Our goal is to work closely with agencies, each other, and community part-

ners to meet the needs of caregivers and to assist in better outcomes for these chil-

dren and families.”  

Monthly meetings, fun events, and support await you when you join. For more infor-

mation please contact Gayla Gibson at (661) 332-5129 or visit their website at http://

ckckids.yolasite.com/ 

If you are interested in submitting an article for upcoming newsletters, or have suggestions on improving the 

newsletter, please contact Cherie Linde at:  (661) 873-2327 or email lindec@kerndhs.com 

Visitation Change 

The Department of Human Services has recently contracted with two partner agencies to assist 

with supervised visitation. While most visits will still be arranged through your child’s social 

worker you may get a call from one of the two agencies listed below. These agencies will only cov-

er a small percentage of visits, however, please do not be alarmed if you are contacted by one of 

these agencies to schedule visitation. Please feel free to contact your social worker with any ques-

tions. The information for the partner agencies is as follows: 

 

Heaven’s House   
2122 Brundage Ln 
Bakersfield, CA 93304 
661-324-5437 
   

Child Guidance Clinic 
Family Guidance Program 
2628 Stockdale HWY 
Bakersfield, Ca 93309 











Feb. 2, 2017 

Contact:  
Roger Perez, Public Information Officer 
Kern County Mental Health  
661-868-6807
E-mail: rogperez@co.kern.ca.us

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 

Kern County Mental Health seeks families  
willing to open their hearts and homes for kids. 

The Children’s Division of the Kern County Mental Health Department is looking for special families 
who are willing to open their hearts and their homes to foster youth in Kern County as part of our 
Treatment Foster Care Program.  We currently have more children in need than families able to care 
for them.   

Kern County Treatment Foster Care Oregon (KCTFCO) is an alternative to residential group care for 
foster youth and youth on probation (ages 13 to 18).  This is a 6 to 9 month program that focuses on 
the strengths of the child and is based on the idea that kids do best in families.   

The program seeks to achieve the ultimate goals of reunifying the child with their biological family, 
breaking the negative communication cycle between family members and creating an atmosphere for 
academic and community success for the child. 

Over 20 years of research shows that foster youth have a much higher success rate after participating 
in programs such as KCTFCO.  Unfortunately, we cannot help all of the children in need in Kern County 
without families to help.   

Each family is expected to commit to 20 hours of training, attend a weekly foster parent meeting and 
assist in setting goals and plans for the child’s success.  In return, KCMH provides training, 24/7 
support and individualized care for the child.   

For more information on the Treatment Foster Care program and to set up interviews with past 
participants and KCMH staff, contact Public Information Officer, Roger Perez at 661-868-8607. 

#### 

DRAFT



Know Your Sexual and 
Reproductive Health Rights

Suggested 
Questions to Ask
Whether you’re abstinent (not having any sex), 
thinking about having sex, or already sexually active, 
it’s important and okay to talk about abstinence, sex, 
various birth control methods, sexually transmitted 
infections (STIs), and relationships with a trusted 
adult. To help you open up a conversation about 
these important issues, included are some suggested 
questions you may want to ask. Topics for discussion 
include…

»» Talking With Your Caregiver, Parent, Mentor, 
Teacher

»» Talking With Your Social Worker, Probation 
Officer, Attorney, and CASA

»» Talking With Medical Professionals
»» Talking With Your Partner

Talking With Your Caregiver, Parent, Mentor, 
Teacher

»» How do I know if I’m ready to have sex?
»» How can I show affection to my partner without 

having sex? 
»» My boyfriend/girlfriend is jealous, is this a normal 

way of showing their love toward me? 
»» What is consensual sex?  
»» What is date rape?
»» Can I choose abstinence after I already had sex? 
»» What is the difference between sex and sexuality?
»» Am I gay if I have a same sex crush?
»» I feel like my partner is pressuring me to have sex, 

what should I do?
»» I’m being hit, hurt, or threatened to have sex, what 

can I do?
»» Is touching myself wrong? Is it okay to masturbate 

if I’m in a private place (such as my bedroom or 
bathroom)?

Talking With Your Social Worker, Probation 
Officer, Attorney, and CASA

»» I need information about pregnancy prevention, 
treatment of a pregnancy, or an abortion. How can 
I get this information?

»» What rights do I have if I’m pregnant and in foster 
care?

»» What information will I need when I visit the 
doctor?

»» Does my caregiver have the right to take away my 
birth control and/or condoms from my personal 
property?

»» Can I personally consent to own medical care 
related to pregnancy testing, birth control, abortion, 
or HIV counseling?

»» Can I visit a Doctor on my own to get tested for an 
STI?

»» How does someone know they are transgender?
»» Can I sleep in a room or use the restroom based on 

the gender I identify with?
»»  My caregiver wont take me to the doctor to get on 

birth control. Can you help me with this?  
»» Can someone force me to go on birth control? 

Talking With Medical Professionals

»» How do I know what birth control method is right 
for me? What are the common side effects of the 
different birth control methods?

»» Will birth control or condoms keep me from 
getting pregnant 100%?

»» Will my caregiver or parent know if I decide to use 
a birth control? Do I need approval from my social 
worker to obtain a birth control?

»» I had unprotected sex, should I get tested for an 
STI and/or pregnancy?

»» If I tested negative for having an STI or HIV, does 
that really mean I’m negative? 

»» Is it possible to have an STI and have no 
symptoms?

»» Do STIs go away with medical treatment?
»» If I have oral sex, can I catch an STI?
»» What is emergency contraception and how can I 

get it?
»» Do I need to use birth control or condoms if I’m 

transgender?
»» Do condoms tear or break easily?
»» What’s the correct way to put on a condom?

Talking With Your Partner

»» I choose to remain a virgin.  Will you respect my 
decision? How do you feel about this?

»» How do you feel about using a condom when 
having sex? 

»» Have you ever tested positive for an STI? If so, 
were you treated? 

»» Do you have other sex partners? 
»» How do you feel about abortion? 
»» How do you feel about the responsibilities of 

parenting?
»» Are you on any form of birth control?
»» Have you had any STI in the past six months?



The information provided to you shall be appropriate 
based on your age and/or developmental level and 

shall be medically correct, factual and objective. 

KN   Wyour RIGHTS

Your Sexual and 
Reproductive 
Health Care and 
Related Rights
Do you know your rights when it comes to your 
sexual and reproductive health?  Unfortunately, 
many youth and young adults in foster care don’t 
know their rights and don’t get the care or services 
they need because of fear, embarrassment, or 
misinformation. This handout was developed to 
inform you of your sexual and reproductive health 
care rights.

1.	 You have the right to receive medical services, 
including reproductive and sexual health care.

2.	 You have the right to personally consent to 
or decline medical care (without the need for 
consent from a parent, caregiver, guardian, social 
worker, probation officer, court, or authorized 
representative) for: 

a.	 The prevention or treatment of pregnancy, 
including contraception, at any age, (except 
sterilization),

b.	 An abortion, at any age,

c.	 Diagnosis and treatment of sexual assault, at 
any age, and

d.	 The prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of 
sexually transmitted infections (STIs), at age 
12 or older.

3.	 You have the right to have access to information 
about:

a.	 Reproductive and sexual health care,

b.	 The prevention of unplanned pregnancy 
including abstinence and contraception,

c.	 Abortion care,

d.	 Pregnancy services, and 

e.	 The prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of STIs, 
including but not limited to the availability of the 
Human Papillomavirus (HPV) vaccination.

4.	 You have the right to transportation to reproductive 
and sexual health-related services.  Your caregiver 
should arrange for and/or provide timely 
transportation to medical appointments since many 
reproductive health services are time-sensitive (such 
as emergency contraception or an abortion).

5.	 You have the right to obtain, possess and use the 
contraception of your choice, including condoms. 

6.	 You have the right to have private storage space 
and to be free from unreasonable searches of your 
belongings.  Your contraception cannot be taken 
away from you as part of a group home discipline 
program or due to your caregiver’s religious beliefs, 
personal biases and judgments. 

7.	 You have the right to choose your own health care 
provider, provided that payment for the health-
related service is authorized.

8.	 You have the right to fair and equal access to all 
available services, placement, care, treatment and 
benefits.  You also have the right to not be subjected 
to discrimination or harassment based on your 
actual or perceived race, ethnic group identification, 
ancestry, national origin, color, religion, sex, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, mental or physical 
disability, or Human Immunodeficiency Virus (HIV) 
status.

9.	 You have the right to independently contact state 
agencies, including the Community Care Licensing 
Division of the California Department of Social 
Services and the state Foster Care Ombudsperson, 
regarding violations of your rights.  You have the 
right to speak to representatives of these offices 
confidentially, and to be free from threats or 
punishment for making complaints.

10.	 You have the right to have your personal rights 
explained and provided to you in a manner that you 
understand.

RESOURCES:

California Office of the Foster Care Ombudsperson 
– To file a complaint regarding an alleged violation of 
your rights concerning your care, placement, or services 
contact the Ombudsperson at www.fosteryouthhelp.
ca.gov or call 1-877-846-1602. 

California Department of Social Services, Community 
Care Licensing Division - To file a complaint against a 
licensed state residential facility call 1-844-538-8766.

www.genderspectrum.org/ -Information and 
resources surrounding gender sensitive topics and 
environments.

www.glaad.org/transgender/resources/ - Provides 
general information and resources for transgender 
people.

www.loveisrespect.org – Information and resources 
about sex, healthy relationships, dating basics, dating 
abuse, and sexting.

www.plannedparenthood.org/learn/birth-control/ - 
Information about birth control and effectiveness.

www.safehelpline.org - National Sexual Assault 
Hotline 1-800-656-HOPE (4673).

www.stayteen.org – Videos and tools on relationships, 
sex, love, pregnancy, waiting, and birth control.

www.teensource.org/condoms/free - Sign-up for free 
condoms if you are 12-19 years old and live in California.

The suggested web resources in this brochure 
are provided as a convenience and for general 
informational purposes only.  California 
Department of Social Services bears no 
responsibility for accuracy, legality, or content of 
these external websites. 

The medical services you consent to shall 
remain confidential between you and your 

health care provider under the Health 
Insurance Portability and Accountability Act 
and will not be shared with other individuals 

without your written consent. You are allowed 
to receive private examinations or treatment 

unless you request otherwise.



Kern County Treatment Foster Care Oregon

Make a REAL Difference
in a child’s life...

Become a treatment resource family today

   Sign up & start 

seeing the benefits right away!

Putting Families Back Together!

•	Help children with  
behavioral & emotional  
issues

•	Be a positive influence
•	Short-term placements
•	Valuable training 
•	24/7 support is provided

call 661-868-8343 for more info today!

and help put families back together!



FOSTER YOUTH EDUCATION RIGHTS

1. RIGHT TO REMAIN IN YOUR SCHOOL OF ORIGIN
• You have the right to stay in the same school after

you move to a new foster care placement. Your “school
of origin” can be:

1. The school you attended when you first entered
foster care,

2. The school you most recently attended, or
3. Any school you attended in the last 15 months

that you feel connected to.
• Your school district must work with you, your education

rights holder,* your caregiver, and your social worker/
probation officer to develop a plan to transport you to
your school of origin.

• If you are transitioning from elementary school to
middle school or from middle school to high school,
you have the right to transition to the same school as
your classmates.

• If there is any disagreement about which school
you will attend, you have the right to stay in your school
of origin until the disagreement is resolved.

2. RIGHT TO IMMEDIATE ENROLLMENT IN SCHOOL
• You have the right to immediately enroll in your regular

home school after you move placements.
• You cannot be forced to attend a continuation school or

other alternative education program, such as
independent study, even if you are behind in credits or
have discipline problems at school.

• You have a right to immediately enroll in school and
begin attending classes, even if you do not have the
paperwork you would normally need for enrollment
(such as birth certificate, transcript, or IEP) or you did
not check-out from your previous school.

• Your previous school must send your education records
to your new school after you enroll.

• You have the right to participate in any activities
available at your new school, such as sports teams,
tutoring, or after-school clubs, even if you miss a tryout
or sign-up deadline.

3. RIGHT TO PARTIAL CREDITS FOR HIGH  SCHOOL  STUDENTS
• If you change schools during the school year, you

have a right to partial credits in all classes that you are
passing when you leave your old school, even if you do
not complete the entire class.

• After you change schools, your new school must accept
the partial credits issued by your old school.

• After you change schools, you have the right to be
enrolled in the same or similar classes you were
enrolled in at your last school.

• You cannot be forced to retake a class or part of a class
that you have already completed with a passing grade, if
it would make you off-track for high school graduation.

• You have the right to take or retake any class that you
need to go to a California State University or University
of California.

• Your grade cannot be lowered because you were absent
from school for a court hearing, placement change, or a
court-related activity.

4. GRADUATION RIGHTS
• You have the right to stay in high school for a fifth year to

complete your school district graduation requirements,
even if you are over 18.

• If you are behind on your credits, and you transferred 
schools after 10th grade, you may be eligible to graduate
under AB 167/216 by completing only the state graduation
requirements (130 credits in specific classes) instead of your
school district’s requirements.

•	 If you are eligible, the decision of whether to graduate under 
AB 167/216 is made by your education rights holder. 

5. COLLEGE RIGHTS
• You have the right to have the application fee waived

when you apply to a community college in California.
• You have the right to receive the maximum amount

of federal student aid and you may be eligible for up to
$5,000 per year from the Chafee scholarship.



6. SCHOOL DISCIPLINE RIGHTS
• You cannot be suspended for more than 5 school days

in a row or for more than 20 days in a school year.
• You have a right to be told why you are being

suspended and the right to provide your version of
events and evidence before you are suspended, unless
there is an emergency. If the behavior for which you
are being suspended could subject you to criminal
charges, you should consult with your education rights
holder or attorney before providing an oral or written
statement to the school or police.

• Your attorney and social worker must be invited to a
meeting before your suspension can be extended
beyond 5 days and a suspension can only be extended
if you are being considered for expulsion.

• You have a right to a formal hearing, and to be
represented by an attorney at that hearing, before you
are expelled.

• If you are facing a possible expulsion, your attorney
and social worker must be notified. If you are in special
education, your attorney and social worker must be
invited to a meeting to decide whether your behavior
was related to your disability.

7. RIGHT TO YOUR SCHOOL RECORDS
• You have the right to access your school records if you are

16 years or older or have finished 10th grade.
• Your social worker/probation officer and education rights

holder can access your school records as well.

     NON-EDUCATION RIGHTS
     As a foster youth, you also have other rights that are not 	
     related to school, such as the right to see a doctor or to 	
     have private storage space. For more information, please 	
     see the Foster Youth Bill of Rights (www.fosteryouthhelp.	
    ca.gov/rights2.html) 

*EDUCATION RIGHTS HOLDERS
Every foster youth under age 18 must have an education rights 
holder, who is required to make education decisions in the youth’s best interest. Foster youth who are 18 or older have the right to 
make their own education decisions. Your education rights holder may be your parent or legal guardian, your caregiver, or another 
person chosen by the court. Your education rights holder cannot be your social worker or probation officer, your attorney, or group 
home or school staff members. It is important to know who your education rights holder is. If you need information about who your 
education rights holder is, you can contact your social worker or attorney.  

If you believe your education rights have been violated,  
you can file a complaint. The school has 60 days to investigate and give you a written response. For 
information about how to file a complaint, please visit cde.ca.gov/re/cp/uc, or call the California Dept. of 
Education Coordinated School Health and Safety Office at (916) 319-0914.  

For more information about your education rights, please see the Foster Youth Education Toolkit (www.
kids-alliance.org/edtoolkit) or the California Youth Education Task Force (www.cfyetf.org). You also 
can contact your school district’s Foster Youth Educational Liaison or your county’s Foster Youth Services 
Coordinating Program (FYSC) at cde.ca.gov/ls/pf/fy.

YOUR FOSTER YOUTH EDUCATIONAL LIAISON IS:
___________________________________________
AND CAN BE REACHED AT: 
___________________________

! 
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District ED. LIAISON PHONE # FAX # E-MAIL ADDRESS
Kern County Supt. of Schools Curt Williams 661.636.4401 661.636.4501 cuwilliams@kern.org

Kern County Supt. of Schools Rolando Hernandez 661.636.4492 661.636.4501 rhernandez@kern.org

Kern County Supt. of Schools Ian Anderson 661.636.4409 661.636.4501 iaanderson@kern.org

Department of Human Services Emily Stewart 661.631.6162 661.631.6102 steware@kerndhs.com 
Department of Human Services Darla Munoz 661.631.6434 661.631.6102 munozd@co.kern.ca.us

Kern County Probation Dept. Marcos G. Sifuentes 661.396.4520 661.396.4575 SifuentesM@co.kern.ca.us 
Arvin Union School District Karen Davis 661.854.6526 661.854.6585 Kdavis@arvin‐do.com 
Bakersfield City School District Suzanne Guest 661.631.4910 661.861.0835 guestsu@bcsd.com

Bakersfield City School District Jesse Beed 661.631.4637 661.861.0801 beedj@bcsd.com

Beardsley School District Angel Dean 661.393.8550 x201 661.393.9064 andean@beardsley.k12.ca.us 
Belridge Elementary School District Stacia Fleming 661.762.7381 661.762.9751 stflemi@zeus.kern.org 
Blake Elementary School District Dawn Carver 661.536.8559 661.536.9389 dacarve@zeus.kern.org

Buttonwillow Union School District Heidi Witcher 661.764.5248 Ext 103 661.764.5165 hwitcher@buttonwillowschool.com  
Caliente Union School District Kathleen Hansen 661.867.2301 661.867.6902 khansen@calienteschooldistrict.org  

Tina Tyler Smith 661.721.5000 x00153 661.721.3099 tsmith@duesd.org 
James Hay 661-721-5000x00187 661-721-3099 jhay@duesd.org

Delano Joint Union High  SD Adelaida Ramos 661.720-4125 661.720.4298 aramos@djuhsd.org 
DiGiorgio School District Terry Hallum 661.854.2604 661.854.8746 thallum@digiorgio.k12.ca.us 

La’Steveia Dixon 661.366-8440  Ext 2163 661.366-0159 ldixon@edison.k12.ca.us

Pam Diehl 661.366-8216  Ext 1137 661.366-0922 pdiehl@edison.k12.ca.us

El Tejon Unified School District Anne Burnaugh 661.245.4303 661.245.2516 healthystart@frazmtn.com  
Elk Hills School District Sandra D. Bafia 661.765.7431 Ext 3 661.765.4583 sabafia@elkhills.org  
Fairfax School District Rita Gomez 661.978.9262 661.363.5478 rgomez@fairfax.k12.ca.us 
Fruitvale School District Janet Clark 661.589.3830 661.589.3674 jaclark@fruitvale.net

General Shafter School District Sandy Johnson 661.837.1931 661.837.8261 sandraj@generalshafter.org  
Greenfield Union School District Melissa Oritz 661-837-6130  x 4103 661.832.2873 ortizm@gfusd.net  
Kern High School District Michelle Blalock 661.827.3270 661.827.3304 Michelle_blalock@kernhigh.org

Kern High School District Christy Fraley 661.827.3266 661.827.3304 christy_fraley@kernhigh.org

Kernville Union School District Lisa Smith 760.379.4863 760.379.5953 lismith@kernvilleusd.org 
Lakeside Union School District Shirley Callahan 661.834.4189 661.831.1145 scallahan@lakesideusd.org

Lamont Elementary School District Jennifer Wood-Slayton 661.845.2724 661.845.5114 jwood@lesd.us

Linns Valley-Poso Flat Union SD Tami Pritchard 661.536.8811 661.536.8878 tapritc@zeus.kern.org 
Lost Hills Union School District Fidelina Saso 661.797.2626 661.797.2580 fisaso@losthills.k12.ca.us 
Maple School District Dr. Julie Boesch 661.746.4439 661.746.4765 jboesch@mapleschool.org 
Maricopa Unified School District Dr. Scott Meier 661.769.8231 661.769.8168 smeier@musd.email

McFarland Unified School District Lori Schultz 661.792.3178 661.792.6758 loschultz@mcfarland.k12.ca.us 
McKittrick Unified School District Barry Koerner 661.762.7303 661.762.7283 bakoern@zeus.kern.org 
Midway School District Theresa Birdsong 661.747.9036 661.768.4746 theresabirdsong1231@gmail.com

Mojave Unified School District Stephanie Newby 760.373.4708 760.373.4752 stephanienewby@mojave.k12.ca.us

Muroc Joint Unified School District Kevin Cordes 760.769.4821 Ext. 276 760.769.4241 kcordes@muroc.k12.ca.us 
Norris School District Jon Boles 661.387.7000 661.399.9750 joboles@norris.k12.ca.us 
Panama-Buena Vista School District Randy Miller 661.397.2200 ext 6439 661.836.9710 jmiller@pbvusd.net 
Pond Union School District Ana Barajas 661.792.2545 661.792.2303 abarajas@pond.k12.ca.us  
Richland School District Elia Sagasta 661.746.8740 661.746.8614 esagasta@rsdshafter.org

Ridgecrest Charter School Gayle Pietrangelo 760.375.1010 760.375.7766 gayle.pietrangelo@rcharter.org 
Rio Bravo-Greeley Union SD Jennifer Hedge 661.589.2696 661.589.2218 jhedge@rbgusd.org

Rosedale Union School District Dr. Tom Ewing 661.588.6000 ext 7 661.588.6009 tewing@ruesd.net 
Semitropic School District Bethany Ferguson 661.758.2436 661.758.4134 bferguson@semitropicschool.org

Sierra Sands Unified School District Maureen Glennon 760-499-1642 760.446.1639 mglennon@ssusd.org 
South Fork Union School District Mer Conner 760.378.2211 760.378.3046 mconner@southforkschool.org 
Southern Kern Unified School District Leanne Hargus 661.256-5000x1118 661. 256.1247 lhargus@skusd.k12.ca.us

Standard School District Dr. Denita Maughan 661.392.2110 661.392.0681 dmaughan@standard.k12.ca.us

AB490 Foster Youth Education Liaison Contact List 

Delano Union Elementary SD  

Edison School District 



Taft City School District Julie Graves 661.763.1521 661.763.1495 jgraves@taftcity.org  
Taft Union High School District Chelle Koerner 661.763.2331 661.763.2339 ckoerner@taft.k12.ca.us 
Tehachapi Unified School District Dennis Ferrell 661-822-2103 661.822.2265 dferrell@teh.k12.ca.us

Vineland School District Melissa Ortiz Dr. Matthew Ross 661.845.3713 661.845.8449 mross@vineland.k12.ca.us 
Wasco Union Elementary Brad Maberry 661.758.7100 661.758.7169 brmaberry@wuesd.org

Wasco Union High School District Robert Cobb 661.758.8447 661.758.4946 rocobb@wasco.k12.ca.us

Kern County Supt. of Schools LCAP Jason Hodgson 661.636.4623 661.636.4135 jahodgson@kern.org



             
        

 

 

Wednesday, February 8, 2017 
Time: 5:30pm-8:30pm  
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave, Atlantic Room  
Topic: Early Childhood Development  
This workshop will discuss physical, emotional, and cognitive development of children from 
birth to age five.  Included will be a discussion of parent/child attachment, brain development, 
the effects of chronic trauma and stress, and techniques to overcome those effects and enhance 
attachment. 
Presented by Barbara Reifel, LCSW, Retired Professor from CSUB for the Master of Social 
Work Program  
 

Thursday, February 16, 2017 
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave, Atlantic Room   
Topic: Mandated Reporting 
Participants will learn how to recognize, respond and report suspected child abuse and neglect 
under California Child Abuse and Neglect Reporting Act.  Participants will gain knowledge of 
the role and responsibility as a mandated reporter and the mandated reporting laws in California.   
Presented by Gayla Gibson, Foster Parent, Relative Caregiver and Caregivers of Kern County 
Member   
 

Wednesday, February 22, 2017 
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave, Room 101 
Topic: Caring for Children with Severe Emotional/Behavioral Needs Level 3-4 
Caring for Children with Severe Emotional / Behavioral Needs is a specialty training required for 
caregivers receiving a Special Care Increment (SCI) from the Kern County Department of 
Human Services.  
Presented by Cherilyn Haworth-Price, M.S.W., L.C.S.W. 
 

Friday, February 24, 2017 
Time: 8:00am-3:00pm 
Location: Bakersfield College, 1801 Panorama Dr.  
Topic: Foster Youth Empowerment Conference 
This event will allow caregivers and community agencies to come together to collaborate with 
foster youth and develop partnerships that reinforce existing relationships. Attendees will learn 
what topics are important to foster youth and collaboratively develop ways to address barriers 
that foster youth might encounter. Learn the skills necessary to increase the success of foster 
youth as they transition into adulthood. *Lunch will be provided, Free of Charge  
 

Foster & Kinship Care Education Program 
Resource FamilyTraining Schedule  

 
 

    
 
 

  
 

https://www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/
https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj32PD_noHSAhUEzWMKHS2dDgQQjRwIBw&url=https://www.change.org/p/educationgovuk-introduce-law-requiring-adults-working-with-children-to-report-alleged-abuse-mandatenow&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNGlKmC5bNyDcnhF8oxKknnTNlGPuA&ust=1486668794487148


Saturday, March 11, 2017 
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Maya Cinema, 1000 E. California Ave 
Topic: Community Movie Screening: Wo Ai Ni Mommy 
Wo Ai Ni Mommy explores what happens when an older Chinese girl 
 is adopted into an American family. This film reveals the complicated  
gains and losses that are an inherent aspect of international, transracial adoption. 
*Free Event  
 

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave, Atlantic Room   
Topic: Medically Fragile Children: The child with problems 
breathing 
This workshop will focus on medically fragile children with 
problems related to breathing. Participants will be able to describe 
some of the most common treatments and medications for children 
with problems breathing and discuss the importance of written 
records when caring for medically fragile children.  

Presented by Edee Ellenberger,  M.S, R.N, CRRN with over 10 years of expertise as a licensed 
Resource 

 

Tuesday, March 22, 2017 
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave.-Room 102 
Topic: Best Practices for LGBTQ in Care (AB458 & AB18556) 
Training on LGBTQ (Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender and Questioning) youth laws and 
issues related to children placed in foster care and cultural awareness necessary in order to 
provide a safe and nurturing foster placement of LGBTQ youth.  
*Presented by Lori Toia, Resource Specialist Teacher-PBUSD 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tuesday, March 28, 2017 and Wednesday March 29, 2017:  
More Information to be Announced Soon!  
Topic: Human Trafficking: Commercial Sexual Exploited Children  
This training is specifically designed for foster parents, 
relative caregivers, and group home staff as a first step in  
combatting the Commercial Sexual Exploitation of Children  
in California. We are working to raise awareness to the crisis 
at hand and increasing your ability to identify commercially 
 sexually exploited children. 
Presented by: 
National Speaker Deena Graves, A.B.C National Speaker 
 

https://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=https://ethicsandsociety.files.wordpress.com/2013/10/hands-in-air.jpg&imgrefurl=https://ethicsandsociety.org/tag/lgbtq/&docid=-cHPgqmTVgHI0M&tbnid=S3zkTBqUdRbBsM:&vet=1&w=550&h=274&bih=927&biw=1920&q=LGBTQ%20Images&ved=0ahUKEwjNgvS-k4HSAhXIVLwKHRCrAKsQMwhFKAwwDA&iact=mrc&uact=8
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi3t_SKm4HSAhXGMGMKHRfOCcYQjRwIBw&url=http://fakce.org/&psig=AFQjCNGWXczx1cMOO_0oIutYYAZzIRU5-Q&ust=1486667750540237
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http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwi7nYXGmoHSAhVD-mMKHQ-FBwkQjRwIBw&url=http://www.istockphoto.com/ie/search/more-like-this/611752126?excludenudity%3Dtrue%26sort%3Dbest%26mediatype%3Dillustration&bvm=bv.146496531,d.dGc&psig=AFQjCNH7NEl7TupkI4TDbCq_e0CqAkbq1Q&ust=1486667577672554


Saturday, April 1, 2017:  
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Bakersfield College Campus, 1801 Panorama Dr. 
93305, Fireside Room  
Topic: The Colors of Grief 
This training will be based on the book The Colors of Grief. 
Caregivers will receive a copy of the book.  
Presented by Cherilyn Haworth-Price, M.S.W., L.C.S.W.  
 

 
Tuesday, April 4, 2017:  
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave.-Room 101 
Topic: Play Therapy: Connecting 
Learn about “Connecting”. Learn how to develop relationships and play/interact with kids and 
the importance of spending time playing with children.   Review of helpful toys to have a foster 
development and relationships for younger children and positive activities for older children and 
teens.  
Presented by Becky Colaw, M.S. 
 
Wednesday, April 5, 2017:  
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave.-Room 101  
Topic: Preventing Child Abuse, Anti-Bullying 
Preventing Child Sexual Abuse- Close to 93% of child sexual abusers are family or friends. 
Learn to teach your children about appropriate behaviors. This program covers statistics and 
warning signs, as well as teaches parents to create a safety plan, report suspected abuse, and 
prevent child sexual abuse before it happens. 
Anti-Bullying “CSI Interrupted”-This informative program is offered to bring awareness to the 
ongoing concerns of Cyber Bullying, Student Bullying, and Internet Safety. Information on 
Sexting. 
Presented by Rachel Rivera, Police Department  
 
Tuesday, April 18, 2017:  
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave., Atlantic Room 
Topic: Caring for Children with Severe Emotional Needs Level 2 
Caring for Children with Severe Emotional / Behavioral Needs is a specialty training required for 
caregivers receiving a Special Care Increment (SCI) from the Kern County Department of 
Human Services.  
Presented by Cherilyn Haworth-Price, M.S.W., L.C.S.W. 
 
 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=imgres&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiHqtrdpYHSAhUB92MKHVu0AfYQjRwIBw&url=http://books.google.com/books/about/The_Colors_of_Grief.html?id%3DgGAFzJDCn-cC%26source%3Dkp_cover&psig=AFQjCNEaX0DUnVjzFStDeJ-W4yQbIcAqJQ&ust=1486670608752957
http://www.bakersfieldcity.us/gov/depts/police/default.htm


Thursday, May 11, 2017 
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave., Room 101 
Topic: Caring for Children with Severe Emotional Needs Level 2 
Caring for Children with Severe Emotional / Behavioral Needs is a specialty training required for 
caregivers receiving a Special Care Increment (SCI) from the Kern County Department of 
Human Services. Presented by Becky Colaw, M.S. 
 
Wednesday, May 24, 2017 
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave., TBA 
Topic: Prudent Parenting 
 “If you are in doubt about who can care for your children and where your children can go please 
attend this class for foster parents. When caring for another person’s child it is very important to 
know who can care for the children, where they can go, what they can do. Come be informed!!” 
Presented by Gayla Gibson ,Foster Parent, Relative Caregiver and Caregivers of Kern County 
Member   
 

Tuesday, June 6, 2017 
Time: 6:00pm-8:00pm 
Location: Weill Institute, 2100 Chester Ave., TBA 
Topic: Correcting Behavior  
Learn about “Correcting”. Discuss redirection and appropriate discipline techniques from TBRI 
(Trust Based Relational Intervention by Dr. Purvis. Discuss the meaning behind behavior and 
addressing according to the reason behind it.  
Presented by Becky Colaw, M.S. 
 
Saturday, June 17, 2017 
Time: 10:00am-12:00pm 
Location: Maya Cinema, 1000 E. California Ave 
Topic: Community Movie Screening: Resilience  
The child may not remember, but the body remembers.” The original research was controversial, but the 
findings revealed the most important public health findings of a generation. RESILIENCE is a 
documentary that delves into the science of Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) and the birth of a 
new movement to treat and prevent Toxic Stress.  
*Free Event 
 

Tuesday, June 27, 2017 
Time: 5:30pm-7:30pm  
Topic: Finding the Middle Path: Providing Trauma Informed Care in a Traumatizing Culture 
Presented by Cherilyn Haworth-Price, M.S.W., L.C.S.W. 
 

 The classes being offered will fulfill training hours  
Pre-Register: (661)319-1836 or (661)395-4737 

www.bakersfieldcollege.edu/fkce 
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About the Film 
From 2000-2008, China was the leading country for U.S. international adoptions. There 
are now approximately 70,000 Chinese children being raised in the United States. Wo Ai 
Ni Mommy explores what happens when an older Chinese girl is adopted into an 
American family. This film reveals the complicated gains and losses that are an inherent 
aspect of international, transracial adoption. 

In 2007 Donna and Jeff Sadowsky of Long Island, New York submitted their dossier to 
adopt eight-year old Fang Sui Yong from Guangzhou, China. From the very first moment 
Sui Yong meets her new mother, Donna, we get a real sense of the emotional confusion 
and loss Sui Yong experiences, as adoption workers translate their first words of 
communication. This day will change Sui Yong’s life, forever. Language, habits, food, 
everything she knows will never be the same. Her new life in America is filled with 
happiness and confusion. As she struggles to survive in this new world, we witness her 
transform into a lively, outspoken American. Sui Yong has become someone neither she 
nor Donna could have imagined. In a sense, she’s the same girl Donna met in 
Guangzhou all those months ago – and yet she’s utterly different. 

 

 

FREE MOVIE EVENT 
HOSTED BY BAKERSFIELD COLLEGE 

FOSTER AND KINSHIP CARE EDUCATION PROGRAM 
  

 

Place:  
Maya Cinemas 
 

1000 California Ave.  
Bakersfield, CA 
93304 
 
Date: 
 March 11, 2017 
 
Time: 
10:00am-12:00pm 
 

 

 

 
A separate movie for 
children appropriate 
for ages 3+ will be 
presented at the 
same time on a 
different screen.  

 
For more information 

or to RSVP  
Please call: 

661-319-1836 or 
661-395-4737 

 

 

Resource Parents will 
receive a certificate 

for 2 hours of on-
going training 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

RFA Pre-service 
Training #1
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #2
6pm-9pm

CPR/First aid 
training
8am-12pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #3
6pm-9pm
CPR/First aid 
training
8am-12pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
5:30pm-830pm 
CPR/ First Aid 
training
8am-12pm 

PRIDE Pre-
Adopt Training
8am-5pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #4
6pm-9pm

Resource Family 
Orientation  
9am-12pm 

RFA Pre-service 
Training#5
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #6
6pm-9pm

Spanish
Resource Family 
Orientation
5:30pm-8:30pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #1
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #2&3
9am-4pm

CPR/ First Aid 
Training 8am-
12pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
5:30pm-8:30pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #4
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #5&6
9am-4pm

Black History 
Parade 10am-4pm  
Millcreek 21st St.

CPR/ First Aid 
Training 5pm-
9pm

For more information:

Resource Family Orientation
#661-631-6204

RFA Pre-service training 
#661-319-1836

CPR/First Aid training
#661-319-1836

YES, Foster Youth 
empo0wering 
success 
Conference.
8am-3pm
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

PRIDE Pre-
Adopt Training
8am-5pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #1
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #2
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #3
6pm-9pm
CPR/ First Aid 
training 
5pm-9pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
5:30pm-830pm
CPR/First Aid 
training 
8am-12pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #4
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #5
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #6
6pm-9pm

Spanish 
Resource Family 
Orientation
5:30pm-8:30pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #1
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #2&3
9am-4pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
5:30pm-830pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #4
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #5&6
9am-4pm
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

RFA Pre-service 
Training #1
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #2
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #3
6pm-9pm

PRIDE Pre-
Adopt Training
8am-5pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #4
6pm-9pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
9am-12pm 

RFA Pre-service 
Training #5
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #6
6pm-9pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
5:30pm-8:30pm 

CPR/First Aid 
Training 5pm-
9pm

CPR/First Aid 
Training 8am-
12pm

Spanish 
Resource Family 
Orientation
5:30pm-8:30pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #1
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #2&3
9am-4pm

Resource Family 
Orientation 
9am-12pm 

Resource Family 
Orientation 
5:30pm-8:30pm 

RFA Pre-service 
Training #4
6pm-9pm

RFA Pre-service 
Training #5&6
9am-4pm

Blue Sunday
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